' :ADVENT REVIEW AND HERALD OF THE SABBATH.
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pel, the harmony of prophecy, which shows
whereabouts in the prophetic history of pro-
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And here we might add the immortality theme,
ag held by us, that immortality is the gift of God,
through Jesus Christ—for which we seek—and
not a matter of parental inheritance—to be given
ab the coming of Christ and the resurrection of
the just; and that the wages of sin is death—not
eternal life in misery.

With our ministers and our people 1b should
be a matter of devout thankspiving that God has
dealt so graciously with us, in giving us such
sweet and harmonious views of divine truth, and
qualifying men to set forth the word of truth 80
clearly and.forcibly as has been done in our pub-
lications. And while the goodness of God in this,
calls for *deepest gratitude to the Source of all
good, from ministers and people, the sacrifices and

‘incessant toils of the pioneers in the cause, who

were the honored instruments in this great work of

sacrifice, and mental and physical wear and suf
fering, should be embalmed in the memories of all
those who espouse the cause when things are
made ready to their hands, whether they be min-
isters, or the rank and file of the church. These
pioneers of the cause felt that they were under the
most sacred obligations to give their lives to the
toil of bringing out the truth in our publications,
and proclaiming it everywhere, and standing con-

1 truth brought out ready to their hands.

?éommitted to us one of

And not
feeling the value and the weight of it themselves,
they let it fall upon the people as light as down,
and no good is accomplished. Our system of sup-
porting the ministry backs them up in their super-
ficial work, and they never become efficient la-
borers.

But there are no reasons why these men should
not succeed, if they will enter upon the work with
correct views, pure motives, and right feelings.
Any man of sufficient mind to justify the suppo-
sition that Grod is calling him to the ministry, with
our publications and the Bible in hand, in a few
months can become aworkman. In fact, he need
tarry but a few weeks before he may add to his
studies the almost daily practice of addressing
humble congregations. He may atonce become
mighty in the Scriptures, and, with the blessing
of God, very soon become an able minister of Je-
sus Christ. -Those who cannot, and do not, thus
succeed, may deeide either that they are mistaken
in their calling, or that they tail to make them-
selves what they might be.

And if men who enter the ministry would al-
ways feel the force of the words of Christ, whenhe
says, “ Without me ye can do nothing,” and would
go out to preach to hearts as hard as steel, trusting
in God to soften hard hearts, and to turn men and
women from error to truth, and from sin to holi-
ness, while they should humbly appeal to the reason
and to the tenderest sensibilitics of the human
soul, God would give them many souls as seals of
their living, ardent, sacrificing, holy ministry. The
way is all prepared for them. The truth is made
as clear as a sunbeam. The people are anxious to
read and to hear. God’s Spirit is moving upon
the public mind, and would God that we could
add that mbelhvent devoted, ardent men, grate-
ful for what God has done, feeling the full force
of the theme of mutual obligation, were leaving
all, and making a rush for the ministry.

We hope tobe pardoned for giving free expres-
sion to the impression that we are addressing an
ungrateful people. God has wonderfully blessed
us, and has laid us under the most solemn obliga-
tions that we hardly realize. And prominent
among especial blessings enjoyed by Seventh-day
Adventists, is the manifestation of the spirit of
prophecy. We have not space here to treat upon
the perpetuity of spiritual gifts; neither to even
glance at the history of the manifestation among
us. We simply call attention briefly to some of

the good results of this branch of the work of

God among us.

As a people, we are united in sentiment and in
action as no other religious body is at this time.
Being gathered from different denominations, and
from different tongues and nations, it is wonder-
ful that such a state of unity exists among us.
Our differing as widely as we do from the estab-

. comfort, she never needed it.

lished faith and practices of the religious bodies
presents a good opportunity to our people to scat-
ter off into speculative ideas of truth and duty;
yet, thank God! we are one. Having heavy

tinually in its defense ; and, to say the very least,
the thousands whohave been benefited and blest
with the toils of these who have brought upon
themselves premature age, for their good, should

feel that they are under certain obligations to
them and should cherish feelings of tender regard
for them. And while these who may be fearfully
worn, and may feel that they are about to lay off
the armor, may boast in the Lord for what he has
done through them, God save those who have but
recently put it on, from boasbing in their own
strength.

The most fearful thing in our midst is, that
men enter the ministry with no apparent sense of
obligation to God for his precious truth, or to the
pioneers of the cause who have brought out the
gystem of present truth, or to our people who
stand ready to sustain their every step they may
advance. These men seldom accomplish any real
good in the cause. And they never will ungil
they, by means which G-od may employ, arc brought
near the divine Fountain, and are baptized into the
sufferings of Christ and the spirit of the work.

‘When the pioneers of the cause went forth, they
were destitute of publications, and almost without
friends and means. Then the light upon subjects,
now as clear as day, was obscure. There were no
evidences that the Spirit of God was moving the
public mind toward unpopular truth, and preju-
dice was terrible. But, with all these embarrags-
ments and discouragements, they had success, and
accomplished permanent good, such as i3 rarely
seen by those who enter the work now under the
most favorable circumstances. .

Those who now enter the ministry, may not
prize the truth as they should, from the fuct that
‘they have never searched for it as for hid treas-
ures. And, not realizing the blessings they en-
Joy, they do not feel under particular obligations
to Grod, or any one else, for them. With them, it
is an easy matter to take hold of, and teach, the

crosses to bear, and being made to feel the press-
ure of close, practical testimony, in sermons, in

exhortations, and in print, it is astonishing that

more do not slide out from among ug in choice of
a path with less crosses, and where they may find
an easier way. Why is this unity of faith? and
why this harmonious and comparatively vigorous
action among us? We know of no one cause so
fruitful in producing these glorious results among
us, as the manifestation of the gift of prophecy.

While this gift has appealed to our people,
from the earliest existence of the cause, to conse-
crate themselves and their earthly treasures to
Ged, it has warned them against rashness.
While it has warned the worldly of the duty to
sacrifice, it has also warned the liberal to move
cautiously, from a clear sense of duty, and not
from impulse. And while it has been the great-
est burden of Mrs. W.s labors for more than
twenty years to arouse the people to activity, and
to zeal, in the cause of Christ, she has given no
small attention to the various phages of fanati-
cism that have struggled from time to time to find
a place in our midst. The result is manifest.
Even our camp-meetings where from two hun-
dred to twelve hundred of our people gather, and
remain for nearly a week, listening to the most
stirring appeals, which move sinners and back-
sliders by hundreds to turn to the Lord, are as
orderly, and as free from all fanatical confusions
and noise ag the most calm and becoming service
in church.. Hence the unparalleled good order
of our camp-meetings is the praise of the people
wherever they are held.

TFor more than twenty years has the Spirit of
God been appealing to our people through
Mrs. W. on the subjects of order, organization,

neatness, cleanliness,xliberalihy, activity, and unity,

- and, thank God, the good fruits are now being

seen. Without this gift, we are more exposed to
scisms than other bodies. With this gift, re-
ceived and heeded, we are enjoying unity of faith
and that efficient action which unity gives, such
as is not enjoyed by any other body. We have
nothing in ourselves to boast of. By the grace
of God we are what we are. And as we value
unity, prosperity, and the favor of God, we
choose to accept and honor the gift God has be-
stowed, although unsanctified human wisdom may
frown. :

“ And it shall come to pass in the last days,
saith God, I will pour out my Spirit upon all

flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall:

prophesy.” Amen! Thank Heaven, the flood-
gates of glory are not eternally closed. In the
last days the gift of prophecy was to be mani-
fested. Not, however, for our diversion, or ex-
altation, but for practical purposes, will the Holy
Spirit appeal to the people of God while passing
through the perils of the last days. If the church
does not now need such especial instruetion and
But God did set
the gifts of the Holy Ghost in the Christian
church, and in no time of that period of the ab-
sence of her Lord does she need them as much
ag in the perils of the last days, when fitting to
receive her returning Lord at his second advent.
Let this be the language of every willing heart,
¢ Lord speak, thy servant heareth.”

When men can show that the maxifestation of
the spirit of prophecy among ug is unscriptural,
and that Mrs. W.’s writings and her oral appeals
to the people are calculated to lead the people
from God, from the Bible, from Christ, from the
Holy Spirit, from the keeping of the command-
ments of God, from the duties set forth in the
teachings of Christ and the apostles, and from
the simplicity and purity of the Christian life;
then, and not till then, will they have a reasonable
excuse for their persistent opposition of the work,
and their persecution of the person through whom
God speaks to his people.

When the opposition can find in all her writ-
ings one unchaste word, one sentence that lowers’
the character of God, of Christ, the work of the
Holy Spirit, or the standard of Christian holi-

ness, or that leads from the sacred Seriptifes asa |

rule of faith and duty, then it will be time to
warn the people against them. Until they can
meet the subject fairly, their sneers are hardly
worth noticing, as it is both difficult and unpleas-
ant to review and answer a sneer.

We invite all to compare the testimonies of
the Holy Spirit through Mrs. W., with the word
of God. And in this we do not invite you to
compare them with your creed. That is quite
another thing. The trinitarian may compare
them with his creed, and because they do not
agree with it, condemn them. The observer of
Sunday, or the man who holds eternal torment an
important truth, and the minister that sprinkles
infants, may each condemn the testimonies of
Mrs. W. because they do not agree with their pe-
culiar views. And a hundred more, each ho]dmo'
different views, may come to the same conclusion.
But their genuineness can never be tested in this
way. ~

The questions to be considered are, Does God’s
word teach the perpetuity of the gifts, and their
gpecial manifestation in the last days? If so, the
manifestations will be intelligent, and for the
practical benefit of the people of God. Has there
been a manifestation of this kind among Seventh-
day Adventists that bears the heavenly creden-
tials? and has the fruit been good? Here are
some of the tests by which this work may be
proved ; while it is too late, this work being too
well known, and its influence having extended too
far, for religious bigotry to test it by peculiar
dogmas. It must, and will, be viewed upon
broader grounds. In' the language of another
we close for this week :—

“ Every test which can be brought to bear
upon such manifestations, proves these genuine.
The evidence which supports them, internal and
external, is conclusive. They agree with the word
of God, and with themselyes. They are given,
unless those best qualified to judge are invariably
deceived, when the Spirit of God is especially
present. They are free from the disgusting con-
tortions and grimaces which attend the counter-
feit manifestations of spiritualism. Calm, digni-
fied, impressive, they commend themselves to
every beholder, as the very opposite of that whlch
is false or fanatical.

“The influence is not mesmeric; for this peo-
ple, reprobating the use of that agency, studiously
refuse to learn the prineiples of its application, or

to have aught to do with its practical workings;
besides, the hallucinations of a mesmerized sub-
ject embrace only such facts and scenes as previ-
ously exist in the mind of the mesmerizing power ;
but the visions take cognizance of persons and
things, and bring to light facts known, not only
by no person present, but not even by the one
through whom the visions are given.

“ They are not the effect of disease; for no dls-\
eage hag ever yet been known to have the effect
of repeatedly suspending the the functions of the
lungs, muscles, and every bodily sénse, from fif-"
teen to one hundred and eighty minutes, while in
obedience to some influence which evidently
had supreme possession of the mind, and in obe-
dience to that alone, the eyes would see, the lips .
speak, and the limbs move. Further, their fruit
is such as to show that the source from which they
spring is the opposite of evil.

“1. They tend to the purest morality. They
discountenance every vice, and exhort to the
practice of every virtue. They point out the per-
ils through which we are to pass to the kingdom.
They reveal the devices of Satan. They wam
us against his snares. They have nipped in the
bud scheme after scheme of fanaticism which the
enemy has tried to foist into our midst. They
have exposed hidden iniquity, brought to light -
concealed wrongs, and laid bare the evil motives
of the false-hearted. They have warded off dan-
gers from the cause of truth upon every hand.
They have aroused and re-aroused us to greater
congecration to God, more zealous efforts for holi-
ness of heart, and greater diligence in the cause
and service of our Master.

“2. They lead us to Christ. Like the Bible,
they set him forth as the only hope and only Say-
iour of mankind. They portray before us in liv-
ing characters his holy life and his godly example,
and with irresistible appeals they urge us to follow
in his steps.

“3. They lead us to the Biblo. They sot
forth that book as the inspired and unalterable
word of God. They exhort us to take that word
as the man of our counsel, and the rule of our
faith and practice. And with a compelling
power, they entrcat us to study long and dili-
gently its pages, and become familiar with its
teaching, for it is to judge ng in the last day.. . "

@4 They ‘have br ought comfort and consolation
to many hearts. They have strengthened the
weak, encouraged the feeble, raised up the, de-
spondent. They have brought order out of con-
fusion, made crooked places straight, and thrown
light on what was dark and obscure. And no
person with an unprejudiced mind can read their
stirring appeals for a pure and lofty morality,
their exaltation of God and the Saviour, their de- -
nunciations of every evil, and their exhortations
to everything that is holy and of good report,
without being compelled to say, ‘ These are not
the words of him that hath a devil. ,

“ Negatively, they have never been known to
counsel evil or devise wickedness. No instance
can be found in which they have lowered the
standard of morality. Noone of their adherents’
has ever been led by them into paths of trans-
gression and sin. They do not lead men to serve
God less faithfully, or to love him less fervently.
They do not lead to any of the works of the flesh,

nor make less devoted and faithful Christians of

those who believe them. In not a single instance
can any of the charges here mentioned be sus-
tained against them; and, concerning them, we
may emphatically ask the question which Pilate
put to the Jews in reference to the Savmnr,
¢ Why, what evil hath he done.’

“Yet with all this array of good fruit which
they are able to present, with all this innocency
of any charge of evil that can be brought againsé
them, they everywhere encounter the bitterest
opposition. They are the object of the blindest
prejudice, the intensest hate, and most malignant
bitterness. Worldlings and formal professors of
all denominations, join in one general outory
against them of vituperation and abuse. Many
will go a long distance out of their way for the
purpose of giving them an uncalled-for and mali-
cioug thrust. And false-hearted brethren in our
own ranks make them the butt of their first at-
tacks, ag they launch off into apostasy and re-
bellion. Why is all this? Whenee all this war
against that of which no evil can besaid? From
the example of Cain who slew his brother, of the
Jews who clamored for the blood of the innocent
Saviour, of the infidel who storms with passion
at the very name of Jesus, and from the princi-
ple of the carnal heart which is at enmity with
everything' that is holy and spiritual, we leave
the reader to answer.”

(T be Continued.)



